could promise that it was going to produce Liberty
and Equality in the future and because no one could
deny that it was in fact producing an amazing amount
of material Well-being. This cannot be denied even by
its most bitter critics.

There is no need to look at its more spectacular
achievements such as railways under the Alps, bridges
over the wide mouths of harbours, skyscrapers of a
hundred storeys, films, wireless sets5 iron lungs and so
forth. The more important fact was that contending
with an ever-increasing population it confounded the
forecasts of Mai thus and his colleagues by supplying
the people with a steadily increasing standard of living.
For the masses of the people the actual standard of
living at any particular moment throughout the period
and indeed right up to the present day was disastrously
low as judged against any reasonable standard of
human needs, let alone human desires.1 But even this
was made tolerable by hope, by the apparent forward
dynamic of the whole system.

What has happened in greater or smaller degree all
over Europe in the last twenty years has been the
breakdown of hope. With the great depression of the
late 'twenties and early "thirties the great masses of
the peoples begun to understand something which had
previously been clearly apparent only to a few prophets,
visionaries, and careful observers. They began to under-
stand, not as an intellectual abstraction, but  as an
experience of life, that the system could not succeed.
Not only had it not  created Liberty, but it   never
would create Liberty. A few individuals might be free;

* We are not here speaHn, only
are low enough in all conscience,  but
Europe.